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Rising Water: The Story of the Thai Cave Rescue by Marc Aronson 
 

“We found them!” was the crackled radio message heard by anxious rescuers on July 2, 2018. 

The Wild Boars boys’ soccer team and their coach had been discovered by divers deep within a 

flooded Thailand cave tunnel.  Heavy monsoon rains had trapped the group for 8 days in a dark, 

cold cave as a daring international rescue team worked round the clock to find a way to locate 

and safely bring them all out alive, but not everyone would be so lucky. The breathtaking rescue 

captivated the world’s attention and required rescuers to think creatively, use technology, work 

against mother nature as well as find ways to not let their own egos and politics get in the way. 

Rising Water recounts the true story of how the rescue unfolded with a behind the scenes look at 

what worked and what went wrong. 
  

Author Website: https://marcaronson.com/ 

Technology Used in the Rescue: https://www.esri.com/about/newsroom/blog/technology-behind-

thailand-cave-rescue/  

 

 

This Promise of Change by Jo Ann Allen Boyce and Debbie Levy 
 

Imagine a world where boys and girls of all races could not attend the same school and 

experience the same learning opportunities. This world existed in 1956 in most of the South. 

This true story takes place in Clinton, Tennessee, where twelve African American high school 

students wished to attend school within a mile from their homes rather than being bussed to a 

neighboring “colored” school. These twelve students were the first to desegregate a public high 

school.  Told in verse, Jo Ann Allen, one of the Clinton 12, relives this turbulent time where the 

National Guard was called in to protect the students who simply wanted to attend school and 

build a better life for themselves and those who followed them.   
  

Author Debbie Levy Website with Resources: http://debbielevybooks.com/books/this-promise-

of-change-ones-girls-story-in-the-fight-for-school-equality/    

Remembering the Clinton 12 (WBIR 2019 video): https://youtu.be/N_9d1dyoO10  

 

 

The Epic Fail of Arturo Zamora by Pablo Cartaya 
 

The summer of his 13th year Arturo Zamora is called upon to be a hero, to save his family’s 

restaurant, actually his entire Miami neighborhood, when both are threatened with destruction 

from a shady land developer. That's a tall order (excuse the restaurant pun) for a junior 

dishwasher, but this developer won’t know what hit him. As Arturo plots with his new neighbor 

Carmen, together they discover how the bonds of family, poetry and standing up for what you 

believe in are the perfect recipe for success or an epic fail. 
 

Author Website: http://www.pablocartaya.com/ 
Author’s Inspiration for the Book: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5t-Lujv36Wc 

Discussion Guide: http://images.randomhouse.com/teachers_guides/9781101997253.pdf  
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Not If I Save You First by Ally Carter 
 

Maddie did NOT choose to live in remote Alaska with her dad. As a matter of fact, six years ago 

he was a Secret Service agent and she was best friends with the President’s son, Logan. It’s been 

six years since she’s heard from Logan but when a helicopter suddenly lands at the cabin guess 

who steps out?  Maddie is confused - should she hug him or kill him? She might not need to 

decide which to do because if she doesn’t use all her survival skills, the killers chasing them 

might do it for her. Secrets are exposed, including some her dad has been keeping. Can Maddie 

and Logan survive one another, the Alaskan weather and terrain, and being hunted by men with 

very powerful guns? Maybe the real question is, can the bad guys survive Maddie and her 

bedazzled hatchet? 
 

Author Website: https://allycarter.com/ 

Author Book Trailer:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cc72jZBWOAA    

 

 

 

Potion Masters: The Eternity Elixir by Frank L. Cole 
 

Gordy’s mom is part of a secret society of potion masters and she has been training Gordy to 

make potions since he also has the gift.  While his parents are away, Gordy and his friends get 

mixed up in a potion that could destroy the world.  Read this fast-paced fantasy about a secret 

society of elixirists who keep the world safe and advancing, all while thwarting evil.  
 

Author Website: https://frankcolewrites.com/ 

Book Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8wv5q7VOKCU  

 

 
 
New Kid by Jerry Craft 
 

Have you ever felt that being the new kid was a label you could never shake? Jordan Banks, a 

7th grade student from Washington Heights, who is transported to Riverdale Academy, definitely 

stands out as one of the few minority students at the mostly white, privileged prep school. Jordan 

navigates his new surroundings with his trusty sketch book that becomes his protective shield 

through the middle school halls, in the cafeteria, and with everyday peer interactions. How will 

Jordan survive his first year at Riverdale? Will he find balance between his school life and the 

life he has always known in his neighborhood? Friendship, loyalty, and Jordan’s strong desire to 

remain true to himself will be tested to their limits in this graphic novel. 
  

Author Website: https://jerrycraft.com/ 
Book Trailer: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BpmqqHl_zOA&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR1572XjmG

40SNjOmqp4aVrxQK9SQtZR1ESMv9UgioIgDrRvfGcTbh1Hslo  

Author Book Trailer:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OCy7gjdMvjU&feature=youtu.be  
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Everlasting Nora by Marie Miranda Cruz 
 

Nora and her mom live in a cemetery in the Philippines.  When Nora comes home one day, her 

mother is missing.  Can she find her mom before it is too late?  Follow this poor young girl as 

she tries to survive and eke out a living in this multicultural realistic fiction novel about family, 

friendship, and learning to be thankful for what you have. 
  

Author Website:  https://cruzwrites.com/  

Book Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xat8vGRxi7w  

 

 

Game Changer by Tommy Greenwald  
 

Teddy Youngblood is a 13-year-old football phenom. He seems to be grabbing the attention of 

his coaches and his upperclassmen teammates. However, during summer pre-season practice, an 

accident occurs that leaves Teddy with a brain injury and in a coma. Accusations begin to swirl 

as his classmates begin to wonder if his injury was really an accident or something else. At what 

cost will Teddy have to pay for his desire to become a Walthorne Wildcat? What truly happened 

at the Rookie Rumble and will anyone have the courage to tell the truth? 
 

Author Website:  http://www.tommygreenwald.com/  

Book Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hX8WzAIHaPE&feature=youtu.be  
 

 

The Night Diary by Veera Hiranandani 
 

How many of you write in a journal or a diary? What do you write about in your diary? Imagine 

that you were 12-year-old Nisha, the main character in The Night Diary. You would be writing 

about Pakistan in 1947. Along with your twin brother, father, and grandmother, you must leave 

your homeland as the former part of India is declared for Muslims. Times are harsh and staying 

safe is a challenge. While this is a historical fiction novel, the migration led to the death of one 

million people.  Will everyone in Nisha’s family survive and what will you learn in the diary? 

Read this Newbery Honor award winning novel to find out. 
 

Author Website: https://www.veerahiranandani.com/ 

Book Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZPp1bunuGKg   

 

 

The Miscalculations of Lightning Girl by Stacy McAnulty 
 

Everyone has many talents! Think about your talents. Lucy Callahan, our main character of the 

book, credits lightning striking for her talent in math. As middle school approaches, it is time for 

her to attend public school after years of homeschooling, even though she possesses the 

knowledge to enter college. Making new friends can be difficult. Will Lucy make new friends 

and find a way to help with the animal shelter project? 
 

Author Website:  http://www.stacymcanulty.com/ 

Book Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AKBIaL9norM  

Educators’ Guide: https://images.randomhouse.com/promo_image/9781524767570_5289.pdf  
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Squint by Chad Morris & Shelly Brown 
 

Flint LOVES drawing comics, but he is racing against time to finish his comic. He is trying to 

enter it in a contest and is being pushed by the contest deadline, but he is also feeling the weight 

of the knowledge that he will eventually lose his vision. His thick glasses make him a target, 

until he meets McKell. McKell seems to have it together, but he learns that she has her own 

struggles. Her brother has a terminal diagnosis and copes with his reality making YouTube 

challenge videos to try and bring people together and encourage kindness. Can Squint finish his 

comic? Can McKell and Squint complete the YouTube challenges? 
 

Author Website: http://chadmorrisauthor.com/ 

Author Website:  http://www.shellybrownwriter.com/  

The Great Kindness Challenge: https://thegreatkindnesschallenge.com/  

 

 

 

Spirit Hunters by Ellen Oh 
 

Has anyone ever moved before? Moving is never an easy! But moving is a lot harder than 7th 

grader Harper Raine ever believed especially if the house is haunted and she can’t quite 

remember all the events from her past. Harper hates everything about their house and the area. 

Michael, her younger brother, keeps talking to his imaginary friend and acting out of sorts. Join 

Harper and Michael for his spooky adventure where the guidance from their grandmother and 

Korean heritage will help solve the mystery of the house. The story continues in Spirit Hunters 

Book 2: The Island of Monsters.  
 

Author Website:  https://www.ellenoh.com/  

Book Trailer:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A_jZeh0k2MY  

 

 

 

Dactyl Hill Squad by Daniel José Older 
 

The Civil War is raging on and dinosaurs walk the Earth! It’s 1863 in New York City, and we 

are following the story of Magdalys Roca and her friends from the Colored Orphan Asylum 

when they are on a field trip. While they are out, the draft riots break out and several orphans are 

kidnapped by Richard Riker! Can Magdalys save her friends? Can she ride on dinosaurs even 

though black citizens have just been granted the right to dinoride and white people are not happy 

about that? This book blends real facts about dinosaurs with true aspects of Civil War history and 

is a fabulous read! 

   

Author Website: http://danieljoseolder.net/  

Book Trailer:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=etVtJ_TJ3FM  

Library of Congress Draft Riot Pictures: 

https://www.loc.gov/photos/?q=New+York+City+Draft+Riot&fa=access-

restricted%3Afalse&st=gallery  
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Ghost Boys by Jewell Parker Rhodes 
 

When a twelve-year-old black boy is shot and killed while playing with a toy gun by a white 

police officer in Chicago, he becomes part of a network of ghost boys who have also been killed. 

He needs to figure out why he can't "move on" and why the only person who can see him is the 

daughter of the police officer who killed him. The story is told alternately between when he was 

alive and when he is dead and will challenge you to find ways to end prejudice and make a better 

world. 

  

Author Website:  http://jewellparkerrhodes.com/children/  

Book Author Review: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1FVk4lPpOOs  

Publisher Educator Guide: https://www.lbyr.com/landing-page/ghost-boys-educator-guide/ 

Author Educator Guide: http://jewellparkerrhodes.com/children/wp-

content/uploads/2018/07/GHOST-BOYS-Educator-Guide-FINAL.pdf 

 

 

Forget Me Not by Ellie Terry 
 

Calliope loves a lot of things like astronomy and finding unique rocks, but she doesn’t love how 

her Tourette’s makes her stand out. She and her mom have just moved again, and she just wants 

to make a friend. Jinsong is working to be a nice kid and always tries to do the right thing, but 

sometimes it feels nice to fit in and act “cool”. Can these two kids start a friendship, or will their 

friendship fall apart the minute Jinsong’s friends are watching him? 

   

Author Website: https://ellieterry.com/ 

Book Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o_FgucYL3gI 
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