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Clap When You Land by Elizabeth Acevedo 
 

Camino Rios arrives at the airport in the Dominican Republic to welcome her father home. In 

New York City, Yahaira Rios gets called to the school office where she finds her mother crying. 

The sisters, who don’t know about each other’s existence yet, find out that their father has died 

in a plane crash. As the sisters grieve, they will discover the truth about their father, family 

secrets, and each other. This novel in verse is written in alternating points of view and explores 

loss, sexual assault, family, and cultural identity. 

  

Author website: http://www.acevedowrites.com/  

Official book trailer: https://youtu.be/yAagecNMaBA  

Educators’ Guide: https://b0f646cfbd7462424f7a-

f9758a43fb7c33cc8adda0fd36101899.ssl.cf2.rackcdn.com/teaching-guides/TG-

9780062882769.pdf 

  

  

*The Inheritance Games by Jennifer Lynn Barnes 
 

Imagine inheriting billions of dollars from a stranger! This is what happens to Avery Grambs 

when eccentric billionaire Tobias Hawthorne dies and leaves her his fortune, the same one that 

family members were expecting to inherit. Avery and her sister move into Hawthorne House, a 

mansion full of riddles, secret passageways, hidden rooms, and deadly secrets. Avery is not sure 

who she can trust as she works with the four Hawthorne grandsons to try and solve the biggest 

riddle of all: why did Tobias Hawthorne leave his fortune to her? This action-packed page-turner 

is full of mystery, family secrets, danger, and surprising twists.  

  

Author website: http://www.jenniferlynnbarnes.com/  

Book trailer: https://youtu.be/o096tD5wpAg   

Author interview: https://www.thenerddaily.com/jennifer-lynn-barnes-author-interview/  

  

  

Legendborn by Tracy Deonn 
 

After the death of her mother, 16-year old Bree Matthews is consumed with guilt and grief. She 

enrolls at an Early College program for talented high schoolers at the University of North 

Carolina, Chapel Hill, but it’s not quite the idyllic experience she was hoping for. Her very first 

night on campus, she witnesses a magical attack that opens her eyes to a secret society of 

“Legendborn” students who hunt down demons. One of them, a mesmerist called Merlin, 

unlocks Bree’s own magic and a hidden memory from the night her mother died. Bree will do 

anything to discover the truth, even infiltrating the Order of the Round Table as its only Black 

initiate, with the help of a new friend (and maybe more?) who has his own problems with the 
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group. When Bree learns that a magical war is brewing, she realizes that she may have to fight 

alongside the group she hoped to take down. Legendborn is a fresh fantasy spin on the legend of 

King Arthur! 

  

Author website: https://tracydeonn.com/   

Author promotion: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YwUALQ9nEW8  

Author interview: https://www.thenerddaily.com/tracy-deonn-author-interview/   

  

  

*Golden Arm by Carl Deuker 
 

It seems like the deck has always been stacked against Lazarus “Laz” Weathers. He struggles in 

school, his stutter makes other people uncomfortable, and money is tight. But none of that 

matters when he steps onto the pitcher’s mound, where his “golden arm” does the talking for 

him. Laz knows he’s good enough to get drafted by a major-league team, but first he needs to get 

in front of a scout. With his high school about to cancel the baseball program, there’s little 

chance of that happening. Then more bad news hits: Laz and his family have to move out of their 

trailer park by summer. This time, though, there’s a silver lining. Laz can move in with a host 

family and play for Laurelhurst, a wealthy high school with a high-profile baseball team. Feeling 

caught between two worlds, Laz will have to decide what matters most: his family or his future. 

Golden Arm by Carl Deuker is a must-read for fans of After the Shot Drops by Randy Ribay! 

  

Author website: http://carldeuker.ag-sites.net/index.htm  

Author inspiration: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LnuJE-0NcOY  

Read an excerpt: https://www.hmhbooks.com/shop/books/golden-arm/9780358012429  

  

  

Picture Us in the Light by Kelly Loy Gilbert 
 

Danny Cheng dreams of being an artist and going to the Rhode Island School of Design. His 

senior year of high school is filled with the usual ups and downs of applying to college, 

navigating friendships, and finding love. But when he accidentally comes across a sealed box in 

the closet of his parents’ bedroom, family secrets begin to unravel and everything gets much 

more complicated. Now he has to decide how much he wants to find out and to what lengths 

he’ll go to do it. 

  

Author website: https://kellyloygilbert.weebly.com/  

Author book discussion: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0kP0byjtNOQ  

    

  

*Ordinary Hazards by Nikki Grimes 
 

Nikki Grimes is an incredibly gifted poet. In her memoir Ordinary Hazards, she shares how her 

love of writing helped get her through a very traumatic childhood. Her mom, not only 

schizophrenic, but also an alcoholic, would relapse or become unstable and need hospitalization 

on a fairly regular basis. A talented musician often lost in his music, her father wasn’t 

dependable either, so Nikki and her sister ended up in separate foster homes for a while. She 
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survived by reading and writing, escaping and expressing herself. “My life in notebooks began 

with this, a poem here, an observation there, a rage of red ink - each sheet of white a paper 

haven. The blank page was the only place I could make sense of my life, or keep a record of each 

space I called home. The daily march of words parading from my pen kept me moving forward.” 

Ordinary Hazards is a great choice for fans of poetry and readers of memoirs by people who 

overcame incredible obstacles to succeed and excel. 

  

Author website: https://www.nikkigrimes.com/  

Book trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_ODaLafKEQM  

Discussion guide: https://boydsmillsandkane.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/ORDINARY-

HAZARDS-READERS-GUIDE-FEB-7.pdf  

  

  

*Almost American Girl by Robin Ha 
 

Growing up with a single mother in Seoul, South Korea, wasn’t always easy, but Chuna and her 

mom made a solid team. Chuna also had a tight group of friends, her beloved Korean comics, 

and her neighborhood’s amazing food stands and cafes. But when she was fourteen, a vacation to 

Huntsville, Alabama became permanent when her mother announced that she was getting 

married. Suddenly Chuna -- now going by “Robin” -- must learn a new language, try to bond 

with her stepsisters, and start 9th grade at an American high school. None of it was easy, and 

Robin Ha perfectly captures the alienation she experienced through both artwork and speech 

bubbles featuring squiggles of incomprehensible English. The loneliness and isolation were 

almost unbearable, until Robin’s mom signed her up for a comics class, and everything changed. 

Almost American Girl is a graphic memoir that’s perfect for anyone who has ever felt out of 

place, and for fans of heartfelt, personal stories like Hey, Kiddo by Jarrett J. Krosoczka. 

  

Author on Twitter: https://twitter.com/RobinHaART  

Book trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h8cuR1d_L-Y  

 

  

They Went Left by Monica Hesse 
 

Once again, best-selling author Monica Hesse has delivered a powerful work of historical fiction 

that is really hard to put down. They Went Left is the impossibly heartbreaking and also uplifting 

story of Zofia Lederman, a Polish concentration camp survivor trying her best to keep the 

promise she made to her younger brother to reunite after the end of World War II. Zofia's search 

takes her to a displaced persons camp in Germany, where she encounters others trying to put 

their lives back together after unimaginable tragedies. This is historical fiction, a mystery, and a 

family saga all rolled up into one incredible story! 

  

Author’s website: https://www.monicahesse.com/  

Author interview: https://bookpage.com/interviews/25091-monica-hesse-ya#.YC0nis9KhbU    

Discussion questions: https://readinggroupchoices.com/books/they-went-left/  
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You Should See Me in a Crown by Leah Johnson 
 

Self-described “misfit” Liz Lighty has a plan for her future: earn a scholarship to Pennington 

College, secure a spot in their orchestra, study pre-med, and eventually work with patients who 

have sickle cell anemia (the disease that took her mother’s life and also affects her younger 

brother Robbie). When the scholarship falls through, it looks as if her plan has derailed before 

she even got started. But Robbie reminds Liz that, in their small Indiana town, prom is a really 

big deal, so big that winning prom queen comes with a scholarship. Cue the Prom Court 

campaign, complete with humiliating public events, viral hashtags, ruthless competition … and 

Mack, the new girl in school and one of Liz’s crown competitors. She’s also Liz’s crush, and 

Mack seems to feel the same way, but Liz knows that at non-forward-thinking Campbell High, 

coming out will jeopardize her chances at winning. You will root for “Mighty Lighty” every step 

of the way as she tries to conquer anxiety, homophobic backlash, and her own insecurities to 

pick up a crown. 

  

Author website: https://www.byleahjohnson.com/  

Book trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gip8tbVG1NU  

Author interview: https://diversebooks.org/qa-with-leah-johnson-you-should-see-me-in-a-crown/  

Discussion and activity guide: 

https://d3ddkgxe55ca6c.cloudfront.net/assets/t1594726810/a/83/d6/crown-resources-

1959328.pdf   

  

  

The Cousins by Karen M. McManus 
 

From the best-selling author of One of Us is Lying comes another fast-paced and gripping 

mystery. Cousins Milly, Aubrey, and Jonah Story receive a mysterious invitation to work at their 

grandmother’s elite island resort for the summer. The cousins have never met their grandmother 

because she stopped talking to their parents before they were even born, and they barely know 

each other. They arrive on the island with different goals and expectations and discover there are 

dark secrets and mysteries in their family’s past. Just how far will family go for each other? Can 

the cousins survive the truth? Karen M. McManus knows how to build suspense and throw in a 

jaw-dropping plot twist or two, so you will find The Cousins hard to put down!  
 

Author website: https://www.karenmcmanus.com/  

Book trailer: https://youtu.be/dL-sS12CoJQ  

Author writing tips: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W3142QFEJT8&feature=youtu.be 

Author interview: https://www.boston.com/culture/books/2021/01/12/8-takeaways-from-the-

cousins-discussion-with-author-karen-m-mcmanus   

  

 

Slay by Brittney Morris 
 

Kiera leads a double life. At school she maintains her star student status, deflects 

microaggressions served up by her mostly white peers, and plans a future with her boyfriend, 

Malcolm. No one knows that people-pleasing Kiera is also Emerald, hero of the massive all-

Black online game, SLAY. Oh, and she’s also its creator. Meant to be a safe space for Black 

gamers across the world to play and celebrate Black excellence and joy, it’s a game cherished by 
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thousands of secret online fans. When a player is killed in real life and a troll infiltrates the world 

of SLAY, will Kiera give up her creation, or will she fight for SLAY and its players? 

  

Author website: https://www.authorbrittneymorris.com/  

Book website (with game to play on Twitter): https://www.slaythebook.com  

Book trailer: https://youtu.be/TKR5qB9qd8g  

Reading guide: https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/SLAY/Brittney-

Morris/9781534445437  

  

  

Charming as a Verb by Ben Philippe 
 

Henri “Halti” Haltiwanger has the smile and swagger to charm anyone, and he knows it. It’s 

made him popular at school, a debate team star, and the neighborhood’s most in-demand dog 

walker. He’s confident his charm will help him nail his Columbia interview, making his (and his 

Haitian immigrant father’s) dreams a reality. He’s pretty much got it all figured out, until 

Corinne Troy. Corinne finds out something not so charming about Halti’s dog-walking business, 

and blackmails him into helping her fit in at school. When Henri starts to see something 

unexpected in it for him, the deal gets more complicated. Hilarious, touching romantic comedy 

for fans of David Yoon and Jason Reynolds and a must-read for New York-ophiles. 
 

Author’s website: http://benphilippe.com/  

Author on Twitter: https://twitter.com/gohomeben  

   

  

*Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and You by Jason Reynolds and Ibram X. Kendi 
 

“This isn’t a history book. This is a present book. A book about the here and now.” With Stamped, 

Jason Reynolds has created a “remix” of Ibram X. Kendi’s Stamped from the Beginning. It’s a 

fascinating read that reveals the history (and present) of racist and antiracist ideas in America. To 

better understand the complicated history of racism, Jason Reynolds takes us back through time, in a 

non-history-class kind of lesson. In a casual, conversational way, he shares key events from different 

time periods, segregationists who actively worked to keep people of color from having control over 

their lives, and the antiracists who resisted and fought for meaningful change. We need to understand 

the very deep roots of a problem before we can best address it to make long overdue changes. “If we 

understand how the tree works, how the trunk and roots are where the power lies, and how gravity is 

on our side, we can attack it, each with small axes, and change the face of the forest.” 

  

Author Jason Reynolds website: https://www.jasonwritesbooks.com/  

Author Ibram X. Kendi website: https://www.ibramxkendi.com/  

Author book introduction: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LeBKBFAPwNc  

Book club guide: https://www.hachettebookgroup.com/wp-

content/uploads/2019/08/StampedBookClubGuide.pdf  

Educator’s guide: https://s3.amazonaws.com/WebVault/SLJ/EDIT20/projects/STAMPED-edu-

guide.pdf  

Authors interview: https://www.slj.com/?detailStory=nikole-hannah-jones-talks-to-jason-reynolds-

and-ibram-kendi-about-their-book-stamped-racism-antiracism-and-you-author-interview   
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*Kent State by Deborah Wiles 
 

“Four dead in Ohio,” is a line people of all ages know from the Crosby, Stills, Nash, & Young 

protest song “Ohio,” from the 1970s. What do the 1970s have to do with the 2020s? This short 

novel in verse shows how similar the anti-Vietnam War demonstrations by students at Kent State 

are to the protests for racial equality going on all over our country today. These young people 

were exercising their constitutional right to gather and protest. What went so horribly wrong? 

The story is told from various points of view: the college students, the community members, 

even the young National Guard members who were called in to help control the campus. In 

volatile situations, it seems not everyone involved at the scene has the same memories of what 

exactly happened, especially when tragedy occurs. What might we learn from the deaths at Kent 

State? 

  

Author website: https://deborahwiles.com/  

Book trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eA7Iff2zQeo  

Resources for teaching: https://www.pinterest.com/debbiewiles/the-kent-state-project/  

Songs for teaching: https://www.pinterest.com/debbiewiles/kent-statemay-4-playlist/  

   

  

*Dragon Hoops by Gene Luen Yang 
 

If you don’t like basketball, don’t let the cover of this graphic novel stop you from opening it. 

This story is for both sports fans and not-so-much fans alike, about how important it is to take 

that first step towards a goal. Over the years, the Bishop O’Dowd Dragons have gone to the state 

championships eight times but haven’t managed a win. This year looks like they might get 

another shot. Although he knows nothing about sports, the school’s not-at-all-athletic computer 

teacher and graphic novelist, Mr. Yang, decides to follow the team to document their season. 

Along the way he gets to know the players, learns some hoops history, and most importantly, 

what it takes to earn a spot in the championships. It all starts with that first step. #godragons  

 

Author website: https://geneyang.com/  

Book trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QQWEccmcC1U  

Lesson plans: https://static.macmillan.com/static/macmillan/2020-online-

resources/downloads/dragon-hoops-activity-kit.pdf  

Activity guide: https://read.macmillan.com/mcpg/dragonhoops/ 
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