
   
 

   
 

  Pennsylvania Young Reader’s Choice Award 

2022-2023 Booktalk Scripts 

Grades K-3 
 

 

 

Boys Dance! by John Robert Allman; illustrated by Luciano Lozano (RL: 3.6) 
 

Dance, dance, dance. Modern dance… jazz dance…ballet. EVERYONE can dance.  Travel through 

a day of ballet class for boys. See how ballet helps with mental and physical exercise. Learn about 

some famous male ballet dancers.  
 

Author website:  https://www.johnrobertallman.com/   

Illustrator website: https://lucianolozano.com/  

Creating Dance activities website:  https://danceteachingideas.com/creating-dance-activities/   

Lessons integrating dance:  

https://education.byu.edu/sites/default/files/ARTS/documents/educational_movement.pdf  

 

 

 

DJ Funkyfoot: Butler for Hire by Tom Angleberger; illustrated by Heather Fox (RL: 3.0) 
 

DJ, a chihuahua and butler, is looking for work, but when he gets a job offer, the callers confuse his 

name (DJ) with a job (DJ) and think he’s a DJ who plays music.  DJ finds himself employed as a 

nanny to ShrubBaby. The two have hilarious adventures going wherever ShrubBaby desires 

because a butler always says yes.  
 

Author website:  https://origamiyoda.com/  

Illustrator website:  https://www.adoodlefox.com/  

    

 

 

A Is for Another Rabbit by Hannah Batsel 
 

Are alphabet books too babyish for you? ‘Betcha you think they are! Crazy as it may seem, they’re 

not!  Dare you to read A Is for Another Rabbit. Every page turn is a surprise.  Find yourself 

laughing until the end. Great books can be alphabet books! Have a look for yourself! 
 

Author website: http://www.hannahbatsel.com/about  

Lesson idea: Describe yourself or a topic of research using each letter of the alphabet 
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Aven Green, Sleuthing Machine by Dusti Bowling; illustrated by Gina Perry (RL: 4.0)  
 

Aven Green, a third grader, is fantastic at solving mysteries! She has cracked a few cases in the last 

month with great results. In fact, she’ll tell you exactly how much of a sleuth she really is! But can 

this outgoing, perceptive detective handle two cases at the same time? Good thing Aven has super 

brain power to crack both cases!  Her teacher’s lunch bag disappeared, and her great Grandma’s 

precious dog has gone missing! And just to note, Aven was born without arms, but that does not 

mean she cannot juggle both mysteries. Read this hilarious chapter book about a fierce and 

incredibly charismatic girl who happens to have a physical disability.  You will want to come back 

for more Aven Green tales! 
 

Author website:  https://www.dustibowling.com/ 

Illustrator website:  http://www.ginaperry.com/ 

Author reads first few chapters: https://youtu.be/caAYPIlDlwk  

 

 

 

Milo Imagines the World by Matt de la Peña; illustrated by Christian Robinson (RL: 4.4) 
 

Milo is an artist with quite the imagination. On a weekly subway ride, Milo imagines the world in a 

different way to help pass time.  See that man reading the paper?  He lives in an apartment with 

thousands of cats. See that lady in a white dress? She's going to a wedding in a hot air balloon. And 

that little boy? Well, he lives in a castle. Come see the world through Milo’s imagination. 
 

Author website:  https://mattdelapena.com/  

Illustrator website:  https://www.theartoffun.com/ 

Book Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LWoUemcExGo  

Author reads book: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Vv5YKrwimw  

Teacher’s guide: http://images.randomhouse.com/teachers_guides/9780399549090.pdf 

 

 

 

After Dark: Poems about Nocturnal Animals by David L. Harrison; illustrated by Stephanie 

Laberis (RL: 1.8) 
 

While you are safe and snug in your bed each night, nocturnal animals roam in search of food or a 

mate.  “Holed up in a burrow all day, you prowl–hungry…Even your young clinging to your back 

aren’t safe when mama’s hungry.”  Stay away from the Arizona Hairy Scorpion! “Leg by leg by leg 

by leg by leg by leg by leg by leg you emerge from dark lair, subterranean monster, King Kong of 

spiders, flexing fangs like spears in the night…” Yikes, don’t want to meet a Mexican Red-Knee 

Tarantula after dark! A collection of 22 informational poems about night animals.  Don’t miss the 

additional facts in the back of the book. 
 

Author website: http://www.davidlharrison.com/bio.htm  

Illustrator website: https://stephlaberis.squarespace.com/about 

Author introduces book: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f4lG9lfI1GQ  

Author blog prompt (librarians may submit three student poems per month): 

https://davidlharrison.wordpress.com/young-poets-word-of-the-month-poems/ 
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The End of Something Wonderful: A Practical Guide to a Backyard Funeral by Stephanie V. 

W. Lucianovic; illustrated by George Ermos (RL: 4.6) 
 

Many of us have had a wonderful pet; but it’s difficult when it’s time to say goodbye after a death. 

All our beloved pets deserve an elegant and proper backyard funeral that is planned thoughtfully 

and diligently. Choosing the right sized box and the perfect spot to hold a backyard funeral is 

important. Planning a special eulogy while grieving happy and sad tears are all part of the process. 

With humor and a gentleness that is both kind and relatable, The End of Something Wonderful is a 

book that will not only be helpful but necessary when grieving a beloved pet. 
 

Author website: https://www.stephanielucianovic.com/    

Illustrator website: https://thebrightagency.com/uk/childrens-illustration/artists/george-ermos 

Author interview: http://mrschureads.blogspot.com/2019/02/the-end-of-something-wonderful.html  

 

 

 

Evelyn Del Rey Is Moving Away by Meg Medina; illustrated by Sonia Sánchez (RL: 2.5) 
 

Evelyn is Daniela’s numero uno best friend. They live across the street in almost identical 

apartments–until the day the moving truck comes to take Evelyn’s family away.  Amidst all the 

chaos of moving boxes and activity, the girls still enjoy their last day together playing in all their 

special places and hiding from the adults.  Finally, it is time to say goodbye and the two best friends 

hug and promise to keep in touch. Although they might live apart, they know they will ALWAYS 

be best friends. 
 

Author website:  https://megmedina.com/ 

Illustrator website: https://soniasanchez.ultra-book.com 

Book trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c9UnwuSuU-U  

Activity kit:  https://www.candlewick.com/book_files/1536207047.kit.2.pdf   

 

 

 

Winged Wonders: Solving the Monarch Migration Mystery by Meeg Pincus; illustrated by Yas 

Imamura (RL: 6.8) 
 

Have you ever wanted to be a part of something bigger than yourself?  Make discoveries?  Solve 

mysteries? Keep careful records? Work with people from other countries?  Contribute to science? 

Then read Winged Wonders! It is the true story of how ordinary people did all these amazing things.  

Together they solved the migration mystery of monarch butterflies. 
 

Author website: https://www.meegpincus.com/ 

Illustrator website: https://thebrightagency.com/uk/childrens-illustration/artists/yas-imamura 

Teacher guide: 

https://sleepingbearpress.com/teaching_guides?utf8=%E2%9C%93&q=winged&commit=Search 

Mexico’s Monarch Butterfly Migration in VR180: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fSa605IfTiE 
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Baloney and Friends by Greg Pizzoli 
 

Meet Baloney–a pig, of course–and companions, empathetic Peanut the horse, sensible Bizz the 

bumblebee, and crabby rabbit Krabbit.  Crabby…rabbit…Krabbit (get it?).  In three graphic novel 

stories and three mini comics, Baloney entertains friends with a magic show and the friends support 

a nervous Baloney attempting to swim. And best of all, kind Peanut helps when Baloney is feeling 

sad.  Pizzoli shows you how to draw the characters at the end of the book. 
 

Author website:  https://www.gregpizzoli.com/  

Activity kit:  https://www.hachettebookgroup.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Baloney-and-

Friends-Activity-Kit.pdf    

 

 

 

I Am a Thief! by Abigail Rayner; illustrated by Molly Ruttan (RL: 1.8) 
 

Eliza Jane Murphy is a natural born leader. She is class line leader and captain of the worm rescue 

team! She is someone that classmates look towards as a role model and example of leadership. But 

will all that come crashing down if Eliza admits that she impulsively stole something precious from 

the classroom? She doesn’t know how it happened; it’s as if she couldn’t control her hands or her 

desire for the sparkly green stone that was displayed in the special exhibit in the classroom. Will 

Eliza be able to admit to her teacher and her family that she made the wrong choice? Will anyone 

ever trust her again? Will her teacher forgive her? Read I Am a Thief! to find out! 
 

Author website:  https://www.abiraynerwrites.com/ 

Illustrator website: https://www.mollyruttan.com/about  

Book trailer: https://www.abiraynerwrites.com/trailers 

Book craft idea: https://www.abiraynerwrites.com/crafts 

 

 

 

Summertime Sleepers: Animals That Estivate by Melissa Stewart; illustrated by Sarah S. 

Brannen (RL: 4.3) 
 

Everyone knows “hibernate” means winter sleep. Animals that “estivate” settle into cool, snug 

spots for a summertime sleep.  Some animals estivate because it’s too hot for their bodies to 

function.  Others take a break because food is in short supply. Summertime Sleepers highlights 

twelve animals and you’ll learn about some that sleep as a group and some that sleep alone. Some 

use burrows abandoned by other animals; some create their own safe place to rest.  Some sleep all 

summer, some for a few days until their food supply is available again.  Read Summertime Sleepers 

to discover how some animals survive by taking a break in the hottest part of the year. 
 

Author website:  https://www.melissa-stewart.com/  

Illustrator website: https://www.sarahbrannen.com/ 

Lesson plan from author: https://www.melissa-

stewart.com/img2018/pdfs/summertime_sleepers/SumSleep_TG.pdf 
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Except Antarctica! by Todd Sturgell  
 

When a turtle discovers there are turtles on every continent except Antarctica, it sets off to see for 

itself. Along the way, other animals that are also found on every continent except Antarctica join 

the turtle's quest:  an owl, a dung beetle, a snake, a mouse, a bee and a frog.  Sadly, when they 

arrive, they discover that there are no turtles, owls, dung beetles, snakes, mice, bees or frogs in 

Antarctica BECAUSE IT'S TOO COLD!!!  Before they head home, they encounter emperor 

penguins who ONLY LIVE IN ANTARCTICA.  Silly turtle. 
 

Author website: https://toddsturgell.com/ 

Author introduces book: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iR4iBrNa694  

Educator guide: https://cdn.sourcebooks.com/assets/downloads/educatorguides/ExceptAntarctica-

EducatorGuide%28FINAL%29.pdf  

 

 

 

Don't Feed the Coos! by Jonathan Stutzman; illustrated by Heather Fox (RL 1.8) 
 

First of all, what’s a coo?  A pigeon!  Cute, but hungry.  Beware.  “When you see a coo, you will be 

tempted to give it a treat.  Coos are adorable, peaceful, kind of silly.  But DON'T FEED THE COO!  

If you feed one, they will ALL come…” At the park, she was warned.  Does she listen?  NO! Just a 

few breadcrumbs and suddenly pigeons are everywhere.  And with pigeons comes (sorry to say this 

out loud) pigeon poo.  Once you feed a coo, how do you get rid of it?  Can the heroine of our story 

undo her deed?  Read to find out and “Don’t feed the coos!”  
 

Author website:  https://www.jonathanstutzman.com/  

Illustrator website:  https://www.adoodlefox.com/ 

Book Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c25bH5ETVkQ  

Lesson plan:  https://static.macmillan.com/static/macmillan/2020-online-resources/downloads/dont-

feed-the-coos-activities.pdf 

  

 

 

Whooo Knew? The Truth About Owls by Annette Whipple (RL: 4.6) 
 

Everything you always wanted to know about owls!  What's for dinner? How do owls hunt? Do 

owls puke? (No, they just regurgitate pellets.) Do owls sleep all day? Do owls see in the dark? What 

good are feathers? What do owl babies do? Find out the answers to these and many other questions 

(some answered by an owl) in this fabulous informational book with wonderful photos and 

suggestions for building an owl-friendly habitat.  
 

Authors website: https://www.annettewhipple.com/  

Book Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UOSM08Jm7us  

Article about using book for research: https://www.annettewhipple.com/2022/02/a-teachers-take-

2nd-graders-use-whooo.html  

International Owl Awareness Day activities: https://celebratepicturebooks.com/tag/picture-books-

about-owls/  
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