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With the Fire on High by Elizabeth Acevedo 
 

Emoni Santiago is keeping it all together. She has had to learn how since becoming a mom in 

high school. Between raising her beloved daughter, keeping up with school, working, and 

dreaming about the future, it can all be a lot to handle. She gets through with the help of her 

abuela, her best friend Angelica, and her lifelong passion -- cooking. Emoni doesn’t know what 

the end of senior year will possibly bring for her, but two things happen that stir up her world: a 

culinary arts course with a class trip to Spain, and a new student who might make her rethink her 

avoidance of romance. The ingredients of Emoni’s future are in her own capable hands - what 

magic will she cook up next? 

  

Author website: http://www.acevedowrites.com/  

Official book trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0dmZn2mI4RI  

Author book trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WKwm1zEH6m0  

Reading Guide: https://b0f646cfbd7462424f7a-

f9758a43fb7c33cc8adda0fd36101899.ssl.cf2.rackcdn.com/reading-guides/RG-9780062662835.pdf 

  

  

Internment by Samira Ahmed 
 

When racist policies against Muslim Americans lead to their internment in government-run 

camps, fear and despair paralyze the unfairly imprisoned community. But 17-year-old Layla 

refuses to stay silent and accept this cruel treatment. When Layla meets other teens who also 

want to act, they begin to implement a dangerous plan to inform the wider world about what is 

really occurring inside the facility. This novel is fast-paced and harrowing, but ultimately 

hopeful to read. It also challenges readers to examine the current political climate in the United 

States, and to consider how easily biased and prejudiced thought can develop into discriminatory 

actions and behavior against people in the real world.  

  

Author website: https://samiraahmed.com/  

Book quotes: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NrvnKIvMU7M   

Follow Samira Ahmed on Twitter: https://twitter.com/sam_aye_ahm  

Learn more about Internment: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tTFdKxm1__o  

Book Club Guide: https://www.hachettebookgroup.com/wp-

content/uploads/2018/07/InternmentNovlBookClubGuide.pdf  

  

  

Shout: A Poetry Memoir by Laurie Halse Anderson 
 

The author of Speak returns to tell her own story! Laurie Halse Anderson’s Shout is 

heartwarming and heartbreaking. Written in verse, Anderson takes you inside her family’s 
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dysfunction, her father’s PTSD, her mother’s physical abuse towards her, her parents’ drinking, 

her own struggles in school, and the event that changed her life the summer before ninth grade. 

Long before #MeToo, she needed someone to talk to but felt she had no one, “…I had never seen 

a first aid kit for the spirit/or heard the word ‘trauma’ to describe/the way I’d hide, slide through 

the days unseen/or scream into the pillows/at the bottom of my closet…” Hanging with a bad 

crowd, her choices were often not good ones, but she found comfort in reading, and then, in 

writing. “My existence insisted/on listening to the voices in my head distantly/cheering on my 

ambition.” Anderson’s reason for writing: “stories entertain/engage, outrage/uplift, help 

us/overcome/our troubles.” 

  

Author website: http://madwomanintheforest.com/book/shout/   

Author reading: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3KbnbBiRvmE  

Teacher’s Guide to Laurie Halse Anderson’s works: 

http://images.randomhouse.com/teachers_guides/9780670012107.pdf   

  

  

Lovely War by Julie Berry 
 

It’s 1945, and World War II is raging. But inside a glamorous New York City hotel room, 

Aphrodite and Ares are settling in for a night of romance. The goddess of Love and the god of 

War don’t expect to be caught in a golden net by Aphrodite’s scorned and jealous husband, 

Hephaestus, but the god of Fire entraps the cheating couple and threatens to take them to trial on 

Mount Olympus. Aphrodite convinces her husband to agree to a more private trial; Hephaestus 

can be the judge, jury, and executioner if he will just listen to Aphrodite’s side of the story: the 

goddess of romance is really lonely. She pleads her case by telling two stories of true love. But 

will it be enough to convince Hephaestus to spare her a public humiliation? Or will these stories 

of love and beauty bore Ares to death? This is a truly unique novel for fans of historical fiction, 

mythology, the world wars, and those somehow very human Greek gods. 

  

Author website: http://www.julieberrybooks.com/  

Educator’s Guide to Julie Berry’s Lovely War and Other Works: https://www.penguin.com/wp-

content/uploads/2019/03/LovelyWar_2MBEducatorGuide_19_6p_forWEB.pdf  

Read a Q&A with Julie Berry: https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-

topic/childrens/childrens-authors/article/79370-q-a-with-julie-berry.html  

  

  

Cold Day in the Sun by Sara Biren 
 

Holland has always been one of the guys, and she’s just fine with that. She doesn’t want to be 

singled out as the only girl on the guys’ hockey team; she just wants to play - and play well - 

without any special attention. But when her team is selected to compete in a statewide event, she 

is unwittingly thrust into the spotlight and must tackle questions about gender bias and injustice. 

Meanwhile, the mutual disdain she feels for her captain Wes is fading and being replaced with 

something that may challenge her rule of not dating teammates. This story is packed with music 

references and feminism and may just make you swoon! 

  

Author website: https://www.sarabiren.com/  
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Book talk: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8-I6kV_ibYU  

Follow Sara Biren on Twitter: https://twitter.com/sbiren    

  

  

Brave Face: A Memoir by Shaun David Hutchinson 
 

Have you ever found yourself hating who and what you are? If so, you’re not alone. Author 

Shaun David Hutchinson has, too, and in Brave Face he shares his story “from the light at the 

other end of the tunnel.” Hutchinson grew up in Florida in the 1990s, and he internalized all of 

the stereotypes and misconceptions about gay people that were, unfortunately, common at the 

time. Every future he could envision for himself involved a terrifying combination of AIDS, 

drugs, and hate crimes. Lonely, frustrated, and angry, he punched walls, cut, and burned himself 

to vent his pain as his depression deepened. Believing that this bleak existence was the one he 

deserved, he attempted suicide. With actual journal entries, total honesty, and even a sly sense of 

humor, this really is a brave book that everyone should read! 

  

Author website: https://shaundavidhutchinson.com/  

Shaun David Hutchinson on Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/shauniedarko/  

Discussion Questions and Extension Activities: https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/Brave-

Face/Shaun-David-Hutchinson/9781534431515  

  

  

Let Me Hear a Rhyme by Tiffany D. Jackson with Malik "Malik-16" Sharif 
 

It’s 1998, and Bed-Stuy, still mourning the loss of Biggie Smalls, is being rocked by a 

mysterious new underground star: The Architect. No one knows who this phenomenal new 

rapper is, except for his younger sister Jasmine and two best friends Quadir and Jarrell. They’re 

also the only ones who know the Architect’s biggest secret ... he’s no longer living. While 

personally in mourning for Stephon, the three discover the hidden stash of tapes he had recorded 

in secret, his original tracks gone unheard. Wanting to keep their friend’s voice alive and also 

track down his killer, Quadir, Jarrell, and Jasmine come up with a plan that gets them deep into 

more secrets than they bargained for. Set to the soundtrack of 1990’s hip-hop, the heart, humor, 

drama, and mystery of Let Me Hear a Rhyme keep the pages turning! 

  

Author book trailer: https://youtu.be/Xp53VxD9ioU  

Educator’s Guide: http://writeinbk.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/LMHAR_guide-v2-1.pdf  

Soundtrack on Spotify (some tracks with explicit lyrics): 

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/3z05LARQ3RANBnHvDsF1Qn  

  

  

Gut Check by Eric Kester 
 

Wyatt finally makes the varsity football team and will get to spend more time with his older 

brother Brett, the team’s superstar. With their alcoholic father’s job in jeopardy (along with most 

of the town), football is everyone’s escape, and Brett is their hero. Brett is a great athlete and 

Wyatt is a large one, still working to improve. His weight makes him a target all the time, but 

especially in the locker room with Trunk, the starting right tackle who’s got a serious grudge 
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against Wyatt. Wyatt’s life is complicated with hurting his best friend, his new feelings for a girl, 

and realizing his brother may be risking his life playing with a concussion in the upcoming game 

that their future -- and the town’s -- is riding on. 

  

Author’s website: https://erickester.com/  

Follow Eric Kester on Twitter: https://twitter.com/ekester    

  

  

The Grace Year by Kim Liggett 
 

The Grace Year, when every girl who has reached her sixteenth year travels to a remote location 

in the forest beyond the outskirts to find her magic. It sounds like the beginning of a fairy tale, 

but in Garner County the Grace Year is a time of terror, violence, and betrayal, as girls rid 

themselves of their magic to become proper docile wives and workers. Not all of them will 

return, and not all who return will be unscathed. Tierney James isn’t sure it has to be this way. 

When her turn comes, Tierney enters the Grace Year determined to survive and uncover the dark 

and secret past of previous Grace Years. Grisly secrets about what happens on the fringe of 

civilization pervade the village, the outskirts, and the woods. If Tierney has anything to do with 

it, the people of Garner County will start to take control of their own fates and live the way they 

choose. 

  

Author website: http://www.kimliggett.com/  

Publisher’s discussion guide: https://images.macmillan.com/folio-assets/discusion-

guides/9781250145444DG.pdf   

  

  

Patron Saints of Nothing by Randy Ribay 
 

When 17-year-old Jay Reguero hears about the death of one of his closest Filipino cousins, he is 

shocked and saddened, and he desperately needs to know what happened. Against the initial 

resistance of his family, he decides to travel to the Philippines to learn more. But when he arrives 

in Manila, he realizes that things there are more complicated than he expected. Nobody is willing 

to talk about Jun’s murder. As he discovers more about Jun’s life and unexpected death, he also 

begins to unravel his own immigrant story in the country of his birth. This is a beautifully written 

and intensely satisfying mystery that takes you on a journey that will stay with you long after 

you turn the last page.  

  

*Finalist, National Book Awards 2019 for Young People's Literature 

Author website: http://www.randyribay.com/  

Author book trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z63A5V1TsAA  

Listen to an interview with Randy Ribay: https://www.npr.org/2019/06/17/727649223/patron-

saints-of-nothing-is-a-book-for-the-hyphenated  
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Crying Laughing by Lance Rubin 
 

When Winnie Friedman performed stand-up at her own bat mitzvah, she crashed and burned, 

then decided she was done with comedy … at least in public. But with a little encouragement 

from her best friend Leili, and cute junior Evan, she takes a chance and joins her high school’s 

Improv Troupe. Suddenly her star is on the rise: she’s exchanging flirty texts with Evan, getting 

laughs on the morning announcements, and honing her comedy chops with the Improv group. 

But at home, her tight-knit family is thrown into turmoil when her dad’s strange clumsiness is 

diagnosed as something much more serious: ALS, or Lou Gehrig’s Disease. When her dad falls 

at the supermarket, fellow Improv member Fletcher is clued into her family secret and friendship 

– or even romance? – could bloom where Winnie least expects it. This book will have you, yes, 

crying and laughing as author Lance Rubin finds the comedy in the cringey-ness of it all! 

  

Author website: http://www.lancerubin.com/cryinglaughing  

Go “Behind the Book” with BookPage: https://bookpage.com/behind-the-book/24653-i-wrote-

ya-novel-about-improv-even-though-it-terrified-me-ya#.XiSLWVNKhxg  

Information about ALS from the KidsHealth: https://kidshealth.org/en/kids/als.html  

  

  

Thirteen Doorways, Wolves Behind Them All by Laura Ruby 
 

Narrated by a ghost (that’s right - a ghost. Her name is Pearl.), this piece of inventive historical 

fiction is set in an orphanage during the lead up to and time during World War II. Frankie, her 

younger sister, Toni, and their older brother, Vito, were brought to the orphanage after their 

mother died and their father could no longer care for them. When their father remarries and 

shows up with train tickets to go out West, the siblings believe things are turning around. 

They’re not. Vito is the only one who gets to go with their father and his new family, leaving the 

girls behind to navigate the harsh realities of growing up in a stark environment, navigating 

complicated relationships on their own. Pearl is there for all of it, filling us in on the details of 

Frankie’s life...while also shedding light on her own story and its grim details. 

  

*Finalist, National Book Awards 2019 for Young People's Literature 

Author’s website: https://lauraruby.com/  

Book trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i7h0q4Tnx08  

Follow Laura Ruby on Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/thatlauraruby/  

Discussion Guide for Laura Ruby’s novels: https://lauraruby.com/wp-

content/uploads/2020/01/bone-gap-and-thirteen-discussion-guide.pdf   

  

  

They Called Us Enemy by George Takei, Justin Eisinger & Steven Scott; illustrated by 

Harmony Becker 
 

Get a glimpse into a piece of American history that may be new to you: the Japanese Internment of 

the 1940s. Skillfully weaving together the story of the Takei family during this tumultuous time and 

the life of actor George Takei in more recent days, this graphic novel will inform, enrage, and just 

maybe empower you to speak up for social justice. The link between the events in this memoir and 
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current social issues is undeniable. Read this if you want an honest and hopeful look at America, and 

how love can keep a family strong even in the darkest of moments. 

  

*Winner of the 2020 Asian/Pacific American Award for Young Adult Literature 

Author book trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2viOmPMGjuk  

George Takei’s TED Talk “Why I love a country that once betrayed me:” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LeBKBFAPwNc  

Teacher’s Guide: 

http://retailers.idwpublishing.com/Trade/TCUE_TeachersGuide.pdf?goal=0_b2c520273b-

70feb46bf2-83458451&mc_cid=70feb46bf2&mc_eid=09e4d15970   

  

  

On the Come Up by Angie Thomas 
 

Brianna is growing accustomed to battles. From scorching rap battles in the Ring, to being 

labeled as “aggressive” at her predominantly white school for the arts, to the sudden loss of her 

mother’s job, it seems like life is handing her battles all the time and she’s not always able to 

choose them. With her reputation growing on the underground hip-hop scene, Bri decides the 

way to help her family is to try for the big time. She snags the attention of her rapper father’s 

former manager, and records a song that goes viral. However, her song does nothing to fight 

back against the misconceptions and labels she faces as a young black girl in America, and she 

finds that “free speech” doesn’t always mean the same thing for her. Bri has to decide how to use 

her voice; will she play into stereotypes for financial gain, or use her voice to speak her truth? 

  

Author website: https://angiethomas.com/  

Author book trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5HyM67v6DCw  

Angie Thomas on Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/angiethomas/  

Angie Thomas raps from On the Come Up (explicit lyric): https://youtu.be/4B8Vf4XwBqE  

Angie Thomas discusses her novels: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-NPhOuV8QS8  

Elle profile of Angie Thomas and other “Voices of Change”: 

https://www.elle.com/culture/books/a30612269/young-adult-fiction-authors-interview/  

Reading Guide: https://b0f646cfbd7462424f7a-

f9758a43fb7c33cc8adda0fd36101899.ssl.cf2.rackcdn.com/reading-guides/RG-9780062498564.pdf   

  

  

Frankly in Love by David Yoon 
 

Would your parents disown you for dating the “wrong” person? That is what happened to 

Frank’s older sister, Hanna, so he’s pretty confident that he’ll be next if he falls for anyone who 

is not Korean. So when he connects with the smart (but white) Britt Means, he knows things are 

doomed from the start. Could fake dating an approved Korean girl be the solution to his 

problem? Read this funny, thoughtful, and totally relatable story to find out!  

 

*2020 William C. Morris Award finalist 

Book trailer: https://bit.ly/38qEvR4 or https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3fSfOZHRgsU  

Follow David Yoon on Twitter: https://twitter.com/davidyoon 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2viOmPMGjuk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LeBKBFAPwNc
http://retailers.idwpublishing.com/Trade/TCUE_TeachersGuide.pdf?goal=0_b2c520273b-70feb46bf2-83458451&mc_cid=70feb46bf2&mc_eid=09e4d15970
http://retailers.idwpublishing.com/Trade/TCUE_TeachersGuide.pdf?goal=0_b2c520273b-70feb46bf2-83458451&mc_cid=70feb46bf2&mc_eid=09e4d15970
https://angiethomas.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5HyM67v6DCw
https://www.instagram.com/angiethomas/
https://youtu.be/4B8Vf4XwBqE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-NPhOuV8QS8
https://www.elle.com/culture/books/a30612269/young-adult-fiction-authors-interview/
https://b0f646cfbd7462424f7a-f9758a43fb7c33cc8adda0fd36101899.ssl.cf2.rackcdn.com/reading-guides/RG-9780062498564.pdf
https://b0f646cfbd7462424f7a-f9758a43fb7c33cc8adda0fd36101899.ssl.cf2.rackcdn.com/reading-guides/RG-9780062498564.pdf
https://bit.ly/38qEvR4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3fSfOZHRgsU
https://twitter.com/davidyoon

