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2020-2021 Booktalk Scripts 

Grades K-3 
 

 

Smell My Foot! (Chick and Brain) by Cece Bell (RL: 0.8) 
 

Who would imagine that good manners could be so funny! And wouldn’t you think that a 

character named Brain would be pretty smart?  But Brain doesn’t really use his brain in this 

funny graphic reader. “Maybe your foot smells good. Maybe your foot smells great. But I will 

not smell your foot until you say PLEASE.”  Smell My Foot won a Theodor Seuss Geisel Honor 

award.  
 

Author website: https://cecebell.wordpress.com/  

Cece’s presentation from the 2019 National Book Festival for Smell My Foot!: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=112GDphXz9A 

 

 

100 Friends (Warren and Dragon) by Ariel Bernstein and illustrated by Mike Malbrough 

(RL: 3.3) 
 

Warren’s sister Ellie challenges him to a pretty serious contest: Who can get 100 friends first? 

Warren isn’t great at making friends; but with his dragon by his side, maybe he stands a chance 

to beat his ever-popular sister. But wait! Where did dragon go? Hopefully Warren can get his 

dragon back in addition to some other friends.  
 

Author website: https://www.arielbernsteinbooks.com/about.html  

Illustrator website: https://www.mikemalbrough.com/ 

Author interview: http://storymamas.com/wp/2018/08/23/100-friends-warren-dragon-review-

author-interview/   

 

 

Frankie Sparks and the Class Pet by Megan Frazer Blakemore and illustrated by Najda 

Sarrell (RL: 3.0) 
 

When Mrs. Cupid announces to the class that they may have a class pet, Frankie knows right 

away that the perfect class pet is a rat.  Does a rat meet the teacher’s requirements?  Does a rat fit 

into an aquarium? Check. Does a rat cost less than $50? Check. Is a rat easily portable? Check. Is 

a rat able to be left alone on the weekend?  Hmm, they need to be fed every day.  Will it be easy 

for Frankie to convince her teacher and her classmates that a rat is the perfect pet for their third-

grade class?  You will have to read Frankie Sparks and the Class Pet to find out. 
 

Author website:  https://www.meganfrazerblakemore.com/ 

Illustrator interview: http://astound.us/about-us/nadja-sarrell/ 
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The Very Impatient Caterpillar by Ross Burach (RL: 1.0) 
 

Everyone knows that a butterfly begins life as a caterpillar.  But, if you are the caterpillar, 

WHEN will you become a butterfly? As the other caterpillars begin to metamorphosize, the very 

impatient caterpillar struggles.  First, build a chrysalis.  “Am I a butterfly yet?”  “No, just be 

patient and let nature take its course.” “Am I a butterfly yet?” “Not yet” “How long will it take?”  

“TWO WEEKS.”  “Two weeks?  What am I going to do in here for TWO WEEKS?”  
 

Ever feel stuck at home, like time is passing very, very slowly?  Perhaps you can understand the 

very impatient caterpillar and their impatient struggle to transform!  Will they be successful?  

What happens after metamorphosis?  Migration?  Are you kidding??? 
 

Author website: https://www.harpercollins.com/author/cr-122249/ross-burach/ 

Book trailer:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6E6rXyqnU5E 

Scholastic teacher guide: http://www.judynewmanatscholastic.com/blog/2020/03/classroom-

activity-very-impatient-caterpillar/ 

 

 

Can I Be Your Dog by Troy Cummings (RL: 1.9) 
 

Sweet pup Arfy looks for a happy home by writing letters to all the residents of Butternut 

Street.  With each page, Arfy’s hope for a loving home shrinks. Will Arfy find a new home? 
 

Author website:  www.troycummings.net  

Lesson ideas: https://andrea-mack.blogspot.com/2018/06/can-i-be-your-dog-by-troy-cummings-

dog.html 

 

 

Leila in Saffron by Rukhsanna Guidroz and illustrated by Dinara Mirtalipova (RL: 2.7) 
 

Leila’s extended family meets every Friday night at her grandmother’s to share a meal.  As Leila 

helps prepare the feast, she looks into the mirror, unsure, but searching for parts of herself that 

she likes.  Naani’s home is filled with artifacts and books from Pakistan, and Leila can’t wait for 

her first trip to collect her own special ornaments.  Being with family makes Leila feel snug and 

happy inside. Just before time to leave, Naani takes Leila upstairs and points to a trunk full of 

shimmery silk scarves.  As Leila tries on the scarves and looks again in the mirror, what will she 

see?  Read Leila in Saffron to discover what Leila learns about herself. 
 

Author website:  http://www.rukhsannaguidroz.com/ 

Illustrator website:  https://www.mirdinara.com/about 

Read across America lesson ideas: https://www.readacrossamerica.org/leila-in-saffron/ 
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Potato Pants by Laurie Keller (RL: 2.6) 
 

Get ready for a playful romp on a quest for potato pants! Potato can’t wait to get his pair, but 

tough-guy Eggplant stands in his way.  Should Potato try another store for his beloved pants or 

should he confront Eggplant? Potato demonstrates a roller coaster of emotions before finding his 

own pair of potato pants. Ready all your voices and accents to read aloud this fun filled story. 
 

Author website:  www.lauriekeller.com  

Book trailer: https://youtu.be/Ren8Kb_wKP8  

Macillan lesson plan:  https://static.macmillan.com/static/macmillan/2020-online-

resources/downloads/potato-pants-common-core-guide.pdf 

 

 

Sun! One in a Billion by Sun (with Stacy McAnulty) and illustrated by Sun (and Stevie 

Lewis) (RL: 1.6) 
 

Give me an S! Give me a U! Give me an N!  What does that spell?  Sun!  Sun, Sun, he’s our star.  

Light and heat from afar.  You get the idea.  Our sun is one in a billion!  Learn about the history 

and work of the sun in this fun-filled informational book.  If you find the sun a little braggy, 

well, life in the solar system DOES revolve around him.  And, you can always flip to the back of 

the book to check out the Q and A with the star of the book (get it?)!  Grab your shades and let’s 

get started Sun!: One in a Billion. 
 

Author website:  http://www.stacymcanulty.com/ (Click on Guides/Activities for lesson tie-ins.) 

Illustrator website:  http://www.chocosweete.com/about (She lives in a van!) 

Book trailer (for series): https://youtu.be/2JtJO4IzxuE  

 

 

My Papi Has a Motorcycle by Isabel Quintero and illustrated by Zeke Pena (RL: 2.8) 
 

Daisy, a young girl living in Corona, California, waits patiently for her father to come home 

from work so they can ride around their city on his motorcycle. They pass her favorite things: a 

raspado shop, her grandparents’ house, her Dad’s construction site, and a tortilla shop. Daisy and 

her father have a special bond, and this story shares their loving relationship. This story is also a 

love letter to a town that was built by Mexican immigrant working class people. A 2020 Pura 

Belpre Honor Book winner that celebrates the Latino cultural experience. 
 

Author website:  https://laisabelquintero.com/ 

Illustrator website:  https://www.zpvisual.com/info 

NPR Interview: https://www.npr.org/2019/08/25/753746555/my-papi-has-a-motorcycle-pays-

loving-tribute-to-a-california-childhood 

Lesson ideas:  http://www.theclassroombookshelf.com/2019/05/celebrate-family-community-

and-the-thrill-of-the-ride-with-my-papi-has-a-motorcycle/ 

Author reading the book (audio not great): https://youtu.be/qRwwxV9Qvvs  
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Billie Jean! How Tennis Star Billie Jean King Changed Women's Sports by Mara Rockliff 

and illustrated by Elizabeth Baddeley (RL: 3.1) 
 

When Billie Jean was little she loved sports, but they were only for men. Then she started 

playing tennis and became very good. She slowly rose to break into the national rankings but still 

found that males were treated and paid better than female athletes. She created an all-women’s 

tennis tour and later helped form the Women’s Tennis Association. Her most celebrated moment 

came during the “Battle of the Sexes,” her famous match with Bobby Riggs in which she beat 

him, proving that men could be defeated by women in the world of sports. An inspiring story of 

tennis champion Billie Jean King who changed the world of tennis and other sports for women. 
 

Author website: http://www.mararockliff.com 

Illustrator website:  http://ebaddeley.com/ 

How Billie Jean King Changed Gender Equality in Sports (AARP video – Billie Jean talks about 

the experience) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vqcSNgyAGDE   

 

 

The Party and Other Stories (Fox and Chick) by Sergio Ruzzier (RL: 2.6) 
 

Meet Fox and Chick.  These friends don’t always agree, but they always give the reader a good 

time.  This graphic novel is written in three chapters where the pair shares delightful spells of 

disagreement and eventual moments of agreement. Do you enjoy Elephant and Piggie books?  

Then you will also like Fox and Chick! 
 

Author website:  www.ruzzier.com 

Lesson guide: http://www.unleashingreaders.com/?p=16613 

 

 

Sign Off by Stephen Savage 
 

You’ve seen them, haven’t you?  The yellow rectangular, wordless signs on the side of the road.  

What happens when no one is around, when its dark out?  First, the deer. What?  It’s off the sign 

and reaching a nearby tree for a nibble.  Next sign?  A tractor.  But wait, it is off the sign and 

harvesting the corn. The following sign is a person in a wheelchair.  One by one the characters 

leave their signs and seem to be heading to the same place.  Where are they going?  What are 

they doing?  What will happen when the sun comes up? 
 

Brief Author Info: https://www.simonandschuster.com/authors/Stephen-Savage/34596499 

Book trailer:  https://youtu.be/-0uCkM9BsxY 

Simon and Schuster’s Guide to Reading Wordless Books: 

https://d28hgpri8am2if.cloudfront.net/tagged_assets/5048080/9781534412101_cg_a%20guide%

20to%20sharing%20wordless%20picture%20books.pdf 
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Daring Dozen: The Twelve Who Walked on the Moon by Suzanne Slade and illustrated by 

Alan Marks (RL: 2.3) 
 

So far, only twelve humans have walked on the moon – the daring dozen.  From the first moon 

landing in 1969 to the final mission in 1972, each team of astronauts conducted experiments, 

collected samples and hop-jumped into history as they explored the moon.  Earthlings dreamed 

for centuries about the moon: How was it formed? What is it made of? Could humans live on the 

moon?  Who were the brave astronauts who set foot on the moon?  The Daring Dozen profiles 

each NASA team and mission.  Missions to the moon will resume in the near future.  Will you be 

ready to walk on the moon? 
 

Author website:  https://www.suzanneslade.com/ (includes many resources for the book) 

Illustrator website:  https://www.marksonpaper.co.uk/about 

Lesson ideas (plus other space book tie-ins): https://bookpage.com/features/24190-tips-teachers-

moon-landing-childrens 

 

 

A Computer Called Katherine by Suzanne Slade and illustrated by Veronica Miller Jamison 

(RL 4.3) 
 

Katherine Johnson, an African American female mathematician, is the perfect example of 

persistence to make change. Katherine had a passion for numbers and her intelligence and hard 

work placed her in the top of her class. As a young student, she skipped grades and began college 

at the age of 15. She landed a job at a Virginia research center, where she excelled with 

calculations, advocated for her right to attend meetings with male engineers, eventually landed a 

job with the NASA space program. Katherine’s persistence and dedication helped pioneer 

America’s first manned flight into space, its first manned orbit of Earth, and the world’s first trip 

to the moon. This beautiful illustrated biography in honor of Katherine includes a historical 

timeline and notes from the author and illustrator.  
 

Author website:  https://www.suzanneslade.com/ (includes many resources for the book) 

Illustrator website:  https://www.npr.org/2019/03/09/701838247/veronica-miller-jamison-on-a-

computer-called-katherine 

Katherine Johnson biography: https://www.nasa.gov/content/katherine-johnson-biography 

 

 

Hidden City: Poems of Urban Wildlife by Sarah Grace Tuttle and illustrated by Amy 

Schimler-Safford (RL: 2.9) 
 

Just because you live in a city doesn’t mean you can’t find nature. Look at the different plants 

and animals that thrive in a city by reading poetry. Each poem describes one aspect, 

characteristic, or behavior of the featured plant or animal, while back material offers an 

additional fun fact for each. A wonderful descriptive collection of poems that remind us to take 

notice of the beauty in our environment. The illustrations add to the language of the book.  
 

Author website: https://www.sarahgracetuttle.com 

Illustrator website:  https://www.amyschimler.com/kids-page 

Book trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=buY0Il3D-dA  
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